THE ROMANCE OF PLAYING CARDS
Political propaganda also appeared in some of the decks.
A famous example is one published in Holland by English
exiles during the reign of Cromwell and smuggled into
England to incite rebellion; typical is one card showing
Cromwell hypocritically praying while Charles I is being
decapitated. In those days, of course, even the possession of
this card would have been treason punishable by death.
Most of the cards published in Europe during the period
were in a lighter vein. One deck provided a complete song
with words and music on each card; another, a group of
fancifully decorated humorous proverbs; and a third, a
whole set of 52 love mottoes, all embellished with pictures
of fauns, nymphs and any number of cupids. Even if a card
player in those days drew poor cards, he could obviously
never lose interest in the hand itself.
Educational decks were the forerunners of the modern
souvenir deck, and as such are even more popular today
than they were in the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries.
In earlier times, however, they had an importance aside
from their significance as playing cards; for in a real sense
they filled the place of the modern illustrated magazine by
presenting to an eager public all the big news events, songs,
politics and fashions of the time.
CARDS IN THE NEW WORLD
No account of the history and romance of playing cards
is complete without reference to the fascinating early his-
tory of cards in New York. Even before printing presses
were used in America, cards were being manufactured there.
They were fashioned by early settlers from leaves, sheep-
skin and deerskin and painted by hand.
Following the erection of the first American paper mills
in the seventeenth century, many printing establishments
took to producing playing cards as a profitable sideline.
Ben Franklin was a leading manufacturer of his time, first
in Boston and then in Philadelphia; in 1731, incidentally,
he used some of his own cards as insulation for the famous
electrical friction machine he built in that year,
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